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JACL Embraces 
Little Tokyo as the 
Organization Seeks to 
Create Change.
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By P.C. Staff

Future historians may note that the 
fi rst step toward “ nvisioning JAC ’s 

uture Together”  which happened
to also be the name of the July 21 plenary
session at last month’s JAC  National Con-
vention in os Angeles  took place at a
different venue than what was listed in the
printed convention guide.

The change, necessitated by a hotel workers
strike and aided by a last-minute cancelation
that freed up the main hall of the Japanese
American National Museum, was a fi tting e -
ample of how the Japanese American Citizens

eague must be  e ible and adaptable as it
fi gures out how to grow and remain relevant 
amidst membership declines, last year’s lack
of interest by members to serve as national
offi cers and ever-present fi scal challenges in
the run-up to the organization’s centennial.

erving as moderator for the discussion
was usan amei, former JAC  national
deputy legal counsel and member of the
JAC ’s legislative strategy team during the
redress campaign and author of 2 21’s “When
Can We o ack to America  oices of
Japanese American Incarceration During
WWII” see Pacifi c Citizen, ept. ,

), who is also the managing director of
the patial ciences Institute at niversity
of outhern California’s Dornsife College
of etters, Arts and ciences and professor
of the C course titled “War, ace and the
Constitution.”

receding the amei-led discussion was an
address by JAC  National resident arry

da, followed by remarks from JAC   of
lanning and Development ary Nakamura

of ouston and Michael anazawa, a member
of California’s Contra Costa JAC  chapter
and partner for Innovation and Transforma-
tion at the accounting fi rm .

Alluding to the actions taken by both the
Twin Cities JAC  chapter in the aftermath
of the police killing of eorge loyd and his

ouston JAC  chapter with regard to bills

aimed at barring real estate purchases by 
Chinese nationals and others, Nakamura told 
the audience  “The purpose of this new vision 
initiative is . . . to help JAC  to continue to 
be relevant and thrive another 1  years.”

p ne t was anazawa, who took the 
opportunity to share “a little bit about what 
visioning is all about.” sing slides in his 
address, he assured the audience 
that “visioning isn’t about anything 
radical, it’s ust taking steps forward.”

Attributing to the Iro uois the concept of 
looking backward and forward seven 
generations before making an important
decision, anazawa said, “The thing about 
visioning is this  If you get fi ated on ust 
the one thing that you’re concentrating on 

 for us that would be What does JAC  
need to be in the future ’  you kind of miss 
something about what the right answer is.”

articipating in the amei-led panel 
discussion were heldon Arakaki, acifi c 
Northwest District governor  Mika Chan, 
National outh chair  isa Doi, Chica-
go JAC  chapter president  isa hiosaki 

lsen, Intermountain District governor  
and John Tateishi, former JAC  national 
director and redress campaign strategist.

After answering a uery about what JAC  
meant to each panelist, with answers rang-
ing from serving and giving back to the 
community, amei followed with the ues-
tion of whether the status uo for Japanese 
Americans and Asian American-Native 

awaiian- acifi c Islanders is better today 
than in the past

“Things are much, much better today 
for Asians in this country than it was 
2  years ago or even 1  years ago,” 
concluded Tateishi.

amei then polled the audience to respond 
with a show of hands to uestions like  Will 
the future membership of JAC  be A  much 
more diverse   somewhat more diverse  
C  the same as today  or D  less diverse. 

Addressing the panel, amei asked, “What 
is one group of people not in JAC  or are not 

often in JAC  today who you think should
be part of it in the future ” To that, Arakaki
answered, “Center-right voices need a little
more diversity on the spectrum,” and that the
organization needed more “income diversity.”
In a general sense, Chan added, “I would like
to see the JAC  become much more diverse.”

amei then addressed to Doi the uestion
“What would you imagine the JA-Asian
American-Native awaiian- acifi c Islander
e perience to be and what do you hope for
2  and  years into the future ” 

Doi answered that fi rst, “JAC  needs to be 

very clear about what our values are” and
that to be open to “a wide range of people,”
JAC  must offer “spaces for people to try
things that don’t work out, try things and fail”

 but still let members know that “they’re
still welcome and held in community.” Chan
added that she thought there was “a really
big growth opportunity” for JAC .

ollowing amei’s discussion, anazawa
added that the ne t steps for envisioning
JAC ’s future will be a “period of deep
listening and not making decisions, not
umping to conclusions, ust listening.” ■

Audience members raise their hands in answer to a poll 
question from moderator Susan Kamei.

AMERICAN HOLIDAY TRAVEL 

2024 TOUR SCHEDULE
HOKKAIDO SNOW FESTIVALS HOLIDAY TOUR (Ernest Hida) .  .  .  .  .  .  . Feb 3-14 

Abashiri, Sounkyo, Sapporo, Otaru, Lake Toya, Hakodate, Tokyo. 
Hyobaku Ice Festival, Asahikawa Snow Festival, Sapporo Snow Festival,  
Hyoto Winter Festival. 

JAPAN SPRING COUNTRYSIDE HOLIDAY TOUR  (Ernest Hida)  .  .  .  .  .   Mar 17-29 
     Tokyo, Shimoda, Shizuoka, Lake Kawaguchi, Kofu, Matsumoto,
      Kiso Valley, Narai, Tsumago, Nagoya. 
JAPAN HOLIDAY CRUISE (Carol Hida)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   Apr 10-27 

Tokyo, Yokohama, Maezaki, Kobe, Kochi, Fukuoka, Sokcho/So Korea,  
Kanazawa, Niigata, Otaru, Aomori, Hakodate, Yokohama.  Holland American Line

ICELAND HOLIDAY TOUR  (Carol Hida).  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   Jun 5-11 
Reykjavik, Blue Lagoon, Strokkur Geyser, Gullfoss/Golden Falls,

     Thingvellir National Park, Viking Ship Museum. 
GRANDPARENTS-GRANDCHILDREN JAPAN TOUR  (Ernest Hida)  .  .  .  .  Jun 16-26 
     Tokyo, Hakone/Atami, Hiroshima, Kyoto.   Craftmaking hands-on experiences.
EASTERN CANADIAN CAPITALS HOLIDAY TOUR (Carol Hida)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Sep 18-26 
      Montreal, Via Rail Canada, Quebec, Ottawa, Toronto, Niagara Falls.
CALIFORNIA DISCOVERY TOUR (Carol Hida) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   Oct 9-15 
      San Francisco, Sacramento, Train Ride, Lake Tahoe, Reno.
KOREA HOLIDAY TOUR  (Ernest Hida)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   Oct 11-24 
     Seoul, Bullet Train, Gyeongju, Busan, Jeju Island, Jeonju, Daejon, 
     Seoul, DMZ, K-Drama sites. 
JAPAN AUTUMN COUNTRYSIDE HOLIDAY TOUR  (Ernest Hida)  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nov 10-22 
     Kyushu-Shikoku.  Fukuoka, Nagasaki, Kumamoto, Ibusuki/Kagoshima, Miyazaki, 

Beppu, Matsuyama, Kochi, Shodo Island, Tokushima, Takamatsu.

For more information and reservations, please contact:

         AMERICAN HOLIDAY TRAVEL 
312 E. 1st Street, Suite 240   *    Los Angeles, CA  90012 
Tel:  (213)625-2232   *    Email:  americanholiday@att.net
Ernest or Carol Hida 
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ONE SMALL STEP FOR JACL — AND 
A GIANT LEAP FOR ITS FUTURE?

JACL National VP 
of Planning and 
Development Gary 
Nakamura makes his 
opening remarks during 
the plenary titled 
“Envisioning JACL’s 
Future Together” in 
the main hall of the 
Japanese American 
National Museum on 
July 21.

Convention’s fi rst of two plenaries plots course on
adapting to a changing landscape.

JACL National President Larry Oda (left) 
addresses the audience as panelists Lisa Doi, 
Sheldon Arakaki, Lisa Shiosaki Olsen, moderator 
Susan Kamei, Mika Chan and John Tateishi 
listen.

Michael 
Kanazawa shares 
a smile with the 
audience during 
his presentation.




